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Abstract 


‘‘Cancel culture’’ is the practice of global withdrawing of support or tendency of engaging in mass 
cancelling as a way of expressing disapproval and exerting social pressures that, take place in social 
media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, YouTube, and more. As a way of 
adapting to the new normal due to the COVID-19 pandemic, schools are turned to blended learning 
(online and modular). In this case, young people are being forced to curate their time differently leading 
to too much exposure to digital media and prevalent cancel culture. It is one of the controversial issues 
that students are facing throughout their academic careers. These problems are the foundation of this 
study using correlational research design. It focused on finding out the significant relationship between 
perceptions and experiences of cancel culture among Grade 12 students which were selected through 
quota sampling. The study was limited to forty (40) Grade 12 students of SRIHS S.Y. 2021 — 2022. Data 
were collected through online questionnaires; and statistically analyzed and interpreted using mean, 
standard deviation and Pearson r. The perceptions and experiences of Grade 12 students of Santisimo 
Rosario Integrated High School with cancel culture have significant relationship which supported the 
study of Louis (2021), claiming that cancel culture doesn’t affect individuals equally as they have 
different cancel culture perceptions depending on their varying level of experiences. 
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Introduction 


Social networking platforms are originally conceived to enable individuals to engage in 
various forms of online interactions paving the way for the rise of digital participatory cultures 
and social movements (Velasco, 2020). Recently, cancel culture, a modern internet phenomenon 
has entered the vernacular digital culture where individuals transgressing norms are called out, 
ostracized. Cancel culture in social media and other venues by members of the public leads to 
sanctions affecting their profession in engaging personal lives (Louis, 2021). Merriam-Webster 
defines the phrase ‘‘cancel culture’’ as the practice of global withdrawing of support or tendency 
of engaging in mass cancelling as a way of expressing disapproval and exerting social pressures 
that, take place in social media platforms such as Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TikTok, 
YouTube, and more. As a way of adapting to the new normal due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
schools are turned to blended learning (online and modular). In this case, young people are being 
forced to curate their time differently leading to too much exposure to digital media and 
prevalent cancel culture. It is one of the controversial issues that students are facing throughout 


their academic careers. Because of this problem, this study was conceptualized. 


Methodology 


This research is focused on how cancel culture affects the Grade 12 students of Santisimo 
Rosario Integrated High School in terms of their perceptions and experiences during a pandemic. 
Specifically, this study is sought to assess the perceptions of the Grade 12 students of Santisimo 
Rosario Integrated High School on cancel culture in terms of concept, purpose, and consequence, 
experiences of Grade 12 students on cancel culture in terms of self - experience and experience 
with peers and acquaintances and significant relationship between cancel culture perceptions and 
experiences. 

The study utilized a correlational study as its design and quota sampling as its sampling 
technique. It underwent an online survey checklist through a Google Form Link which was 
distributed to the forty (40) Grade 12 students of Santisimo Rosario Integrated High School to 
learn about their cancel culture perceptions and experiences. Gathered data from the respondents 
were then tabulated and statistically treated through a test of correlation, Pearson r, to understand 


the significant relationships between the variables. 
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Findings 

In terms of perceived concept of cancel culture towards their self-experience and 
experience with peers and acquaintances, the “concept of cancel culture” and “self-experience” 
variables show 0.380 r-value with 38 degrees of freedom and p-value of 0.015 that reveals 
interpretation of significant while the “concept of cancel culture” and “experience with peers and 
acquaintances” variables show 0.344 r-value with 38 degrees of freedom and p-value of 0.030 
that reveals interpretation of significant. 

In terms of perceived purpose of cancel culture towards their self-experience and 
experience with peers and acquaintances, the “purpose of cancel culture” and “self-experience” 
variables show 0.476 r-value with 38 degrees of freedom and p-value of 0.002 has reveals 
interpretation of significant while the “purpose of cancel culture” and “experience with peers and 
acquaintances” variables show 0.592 r-value with 38 degree of freedom and p-value of 0.000 that 
reveals interpretation of significant. 

In terms of perceived consequences of cancel culture towards their self-experience and 
experience with peers and acquaintances, “consequence of cancel culture” and “self-experience” 
variables show 0.310 r-value with 38 degrees of freedom and p-value of 0.051 that reveals 
interpretation of not significant while the the “consequence of cancel culture” and “experience 
with peers and acquaintances” variables show 0.325 r-value with 38 degree of freedom and p- 
value of 0.041 that reveals interpretation of significant. 

In terms of student’s perceptions and experiences of cancel culture, the result of the test 
of relationship using Pearson r of the “Perception” and “Experience” variables has r- value of 
3.916 and p-value of 0.0004. Since the p-value of 0.0004 is less than 0.05, it reveals the 
interpretation of significant. The null hypothesis stating that there is no significant relationship 
between SRIHS’ Grade 12 students’ cancel culture perceptions and experiences is rejected. 
Thus, the perceptions and experiences of Grade 12 students of Santisimo Rosario Integrated 


High School with cancel culture have significant relationship. 


Conclusion 
Students agreed that culture exists and happens online, through social media or in person 
to both public figures and civilians. It is also known as a call-out culture, a modern form of 


ostracism in which someone is trusted out of social media or professional circle. It became an 
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important tool of social justice as a way of combatting, through collective action, some of the 
huge power imbalances between public figures with far reaching platforms and audiences, the 
people, and the communities their words and actions may harm. It helps to reflect awareness and 
acknowledge what people can do about establishing new ethical and social norms and figuring 
out how to collectively respond when those norms are violated. However, despite the positive 
aims of having cancel culture, it can result in a lot of negative consequences to the spiritual, 
physical, mental, social, and emotional being of a person such as losing self-esteem and career, 
gaining a bad reputation and developing anxiety and depression. 

Students are exposed to cancel either by themselves or with their peers and 
acquaintances. Most of them either experienced cancelling or being cancelled by someone. They 
believe that cancel culture is an effective way to hold people accountable and right their 
mistakes. However, they also believe that it is not an ideal thing for a human being who commits 
mistakes. It cuts connections and ruins relationships based on their experiences. Being cancelled 
or cancelling someone has positive and negative impacts on people. 

Despite the fact that there are instances where respondents who are not familiar with the 
term and real definition of “cancel culture”, this study statistically prove that respondents’ cancel 
culture perceptions have a direct relationship to their cancel culture experiences. It supports the 
study of Louis (2021), claiming that cancel culture doesn’t affect individuals equally as they 
have different cancel culture perceptions depending on their varying level of experiences. 

In the sequel of summary of findings and conclusions, the following recommendations 
are being suggested for the research: 

1. Researchers recommended being specific and using simple words with brief explanations 
when defining cancel culture as it has different meaning in people’s mind when they first 
hear it. 

2. Researchers recommended asking more concise questions regarding the respondents’ 
experiences. 


3. Researchers recommended studying how perception and experiences are related. 
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